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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12/21/04 was filed after the 
mailing date of the instant application on 12/21/04. The submission is in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 3-6, 8, 10-13, 15 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Thibadeau et al (USPN 5,565,909). 

Regarding claim 1, Thibadeau discloses a method for controlling a television signal 
receiver (see col. 3, lines 42-45) having an emergency alert function (see col. 4, lines 4-8). 
Thibadeau also discloses receiving an input representing a geographical area; and processing a 
masked list of emergency events responsive to the input, wherein the masked list of emergency 
events represents a subset of all emergency events associated with the emergency alert function 
(see col. 4, lines 39-56). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/5 1 8,999 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2623 

Regarding claim 3 ? Thibadeau discloses enabling a user to select an emergency event 
from the masked list of emergency events (see col. 4, lines 46-56). 

Regarding claim 4, Thibadeau discloses receiving emergency alert signals indicating an 
occurrence of the selected emergency event (see col. 4, lines 4-8 and 46-56); and providing an 
alert output responsive to the emergency alert signals (see col. 4, lines 51-56 and col. 11, line 64 
- col. 12, line 2). 

Regarding claim 5, Thibadeau discloses receiving emergency alert signals indicating an 
occurrence of an emergency event not included in the masked list of emergency events (col. 4, 
lines 33-38 and lines 50-56); and providing an alert output responsive to the emergency alert 
signals (see col. 4, lines 51-56 and col. 11, line 64 - col. 12, line 2). 

Regarding claim 6, Thibadeau discloses the received input represents a plurality of 
geographical areas; each of the geographical areas includes at least one masked event; and the 
masked list of emergency events excludes the masked events common to all of the geographical 
areas (see col. 4, lines 33-38 and 46-56, and col. 6, lines 10-13). 

Regarding claims 8 and 10-13, the claims are rejected based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claims 1 and 3-6, respectively. 

Regarding claims 15 and 17-20, the claims are rejected based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claims 1 and 3-6, respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 7, 9, 14, 16 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Thibadeau et al (USPN 5,565,909), in view of Cragun (USPN 6,177,873). 

Regarding claim 2, Thibadeau discloses a method for controlling a television signal 
receiver having an emergency alert function as described above in claim 1 . However, Thibadeau 
does not disclose that the geographical area is represented by a Federal Information Processing 
System (FIPS) location code. Cragun teaches representing the geographical area by a FIPS 
location code (see col. 4, line 50 - col. 5, line 23). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a FIPS location code to 
represent the geographical area for the advantage of specifying the identification code of each 
geographical area that is to receive the emergency event in accordance with standards or codes 
that are defined by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). 

Regarding claim 7, see lack of inventive step claim 2, respectively. 

Regarding claims 9 and 14, the claims are rejected based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claims 2 and 7, respectively. 

Regarding claims 16 and 21, the claims are rejected based on similar grounds as the' 
rejection of claims 2 and 7, respectively. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Ganzer et al (USPN 5, 121 ,430) - Discloses a storm alert system for emergencies. 
Manson (USPN 7,159,230) - Discloses an emergency alert system. 
Taylor (USPN 7,1 13,107) - Discloses intelligent selectively targeted communications 
systems and methods. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael W. Hoye whose telephone number is 571-272-7346. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller, can be reached at 571-272-7353. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) as 
follows: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Except correspondence for Maintenance Fee payments, Deposit Account Replenishments 
(see 1.25(c)(4)), and Licensing and Review (see 37 CFR 5.1(c) and 5.2(c)), please address 
correspondence to be delivered by other delivery services (Federal Express (Fed Ex), UPS, DHL, 
Laser, Action, Purolater, etc.) as follows: 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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Some correspondence may be submitted electronically. See the Office's Internet Web site 
http://www.uspto.gov for additional information. 

Or faxed to: 571-273-8300 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window at 
the address listed above. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status" of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to customer service whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Michael W. Hoye 
February 1,2007 




^ JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



